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Textbook Assessment 

Text 1: Elements of Literature, Fourth Course by Holt 

Text 2: Literature, Course 4 by Glencoe 

1. Cloze Test: 

Text1: Average of three tests: 36% = Too difficult 

Text 2: Average of three tests: 44% = About right 

2. Fry Readability Test: 

Text 1: Average of 7
th

 grade 

Text 2: Average of 10
th

 grade 

 This data is inconclusive because the three excerpts from texts plotted in 

inconsistent patterns.  Therefore the readability is not consistent.  But on average Text 2 

is on grade level.  Text 1 is too low for its grade level and yet too difficult in the cloze 

test. 

3. Textbook Assessment Framework 

Text 1      Text 2 

Components Points Comments Components Points Comments 

Content 5 Glossary and 

footnotes, 

but little 

explanation 

of concepts 

and 

modeling 

Content 4 Samples of 

literature 

across many 

genres 
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Format 4 Not very 

inviting, text 

is too small 

Format 5 Easy 

structure 

Utility 1 All this 

contains is 

samples of 

literature 

Utility 3 Other than a 

website intro 

on inside 

cover, this 

text stands 

alone 

Style 1 Nothing but 

text, but 

visually 

pleasing 

Style 3 Big text and 

highlights 

facilitate 

reading 

Total Points 11  Total Points 15  

 

 

4. Why or why not? 

Text 1 Text 2 

I would not adopt this textbook because its 

readability is uneven.  This text is not easy to 

use and other than being visually aesthetic, the 

style does not lend itself to easy learning. 

The assessment questions offered in this text 

are all multiple choice which do not include all 

levels of Blooms Taxonomy.  Also only 

samples of literature are presented.  Students 

will not have a positive literary experience 

with this text.  Students will not be encouraged 

to read on their own by this book alone.  Books 

like this is why students don’t like English 

class. 

This book is not much better, but I would 

choose this book over text 1.  The format and 

style is more inviting to teenagers, which is the 

only improvement to text 1.  

 

 Non-readers can go through this entire book, pass the class and still never be encouraged 

to read beyond the textbook.  They may still never pick up an actual book and read.  I prefer to 

teach with trade books.  Students can get all the elements of literature and criticism in a novel 

and never touch the dreaded textbook. 

 


